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TO THE REPUBLICANS OF THE ISLAND OF 
ALBION. | 





Crr1zENs, Dorchester Gaol, Feb. 14, 1824. 
My present address may be termed a recantation, ora piece 
of inconsistency, or whatever else you or any other person 
may please; 1 can content myself with the assurance of a 
good motive. Invariably have I deprecated the practice of 
peers the House of Commons, House of Lords, or 

ing, in bodies, under the conclusion, that quite as much 
would be gained by the same expression of opinion through 

‘any other channel. ‘To this tenet, I still hold; but in regard 
to our situation, as advocates for free discussion, there is a 
greatchange. ‘The thing seems established. No more pro- 
secutions threatened. The existing government has, at least, 
in forbearance, yielded the right to publish “* Paine’s Age of 
Reason,” “ Palmer’s Principles of Nature,” the“ Republican,” 
or any thing of the kind. Whilst prosecutions were going 
on, [considered it my duty not to call for petitions against 
: them, but to oppose them physically; to persist in publish- 
ing the books, and to bid defiance to their continuance: 

2 tow, that 1 can proceed unmolested; now, that 1 have evi- 
t, dently gained the end for which I have been, with my 
worthy assistants, these seven years contending; now, I feel 

myself at liberty to urge as many of the public as possible 

lo express their sentiments in the most forcible way, and 
ee reiteration will be the greatest, against the wick- 

bess, and impolicy, and utter uselessness of all such pro- 

‘ecutions. It may be now clearly seen, that there is nothing 





gained on one side; but much suffered on the other; and 
nothing but sheer malice can be the cause of further 
persecutions. I have thoroughly made up my mind, not to 
neil from the straight forward course, even should it lead 
Premature death; but from the evident great utility of 
Petitions presented, and the extraordinary discussions 
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that took place in the Parliament last year, I do not he. 
tate to recommend as many efforts of the kind as can } 
made. In this case, a communication of knowledge js ql 
that we want; all that is to be gained; and whether jt 
comes through the channel of the Parliament, or any other 
channel, the end is the same. In this case, so far from ap 
degrading sentiment being requisite in the petition; the con. 
trary is the fact. Such a petition as that which will be ap- 
pended to this article, shews that the most ennobling senti- 
ment is the most proper for the case. It may be copied ver. 
batim, and merely have it stated, that the undersigned do 
_approve and present this as their petition: or it may be va- 
ried to the pleasure of the signing parties. ‘This petition 
expresses all that I could express on a similar occasion; 
and yet it will be seen, that it is most inoffensive, even towards 
prejudice: and that it is copied from the parliamentary pz- 
pers, having already passed the House of Commons. Asa 
matter of information, it may be well to repeat, that peti- 
tions to either house of parliament, may be sent through the 
post, addressed to a member selected to present them, so as 
the ends of the packet be left open, in the manner in which 
a wrapper is put upon a newspaper. 

I do not press this as an urgent matter; I merely recon- 
mend it to those who may likewise conclude that it will be 
useful. The matter, in fact, has been urged upon me to te 
commend it. 

_ Any person, of any sect, may consistently and prudently 
sign such a petition; because, it expresses nothing more 
than every sensible and moral person must express. Itis4 
dignified mode of expression, to which no objection can be 
made, no answer given but in the affirmative. ; 

Having said thus much, I leave you all to do as you like, ® 
to interfering in this matter. It is one of those means of 
working with but little trouble and no expense. No public 
meeting, no private meeting is required; let one person make 
a copy of the petition, and get as many others to sign it as 
possible. 


RICHARD CARLILE. 





PETITION FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. 





Tar following Petiti 
on the 8th of July 


on was presented to the House of Commots 
last, but not noticed by any of the newspaper 
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Petitions to the House are pri 
ye printed in the appendi ' 
and proceedings; but who presents them ie hot seta This is 
° is 1S 


copied from page 697 :— 


Petitrton against punrshin 
a sheng Persons for hte 
Religious Subjects, presented and Se eatin pore on 


That the Petitioners ideri 
/ b UK consider 
definite biprovenent, atepeerit im A mind of man capable of 
colusions, an + eset wiih o estimate the most profound 
iets, in the RE oF progressiy y arn maxims on all sub- 
than as the née plus ultra of wisdom rs of advancement, rather 
ad ela History and and virtue; they h 
ry experience that they have learn- 
of sentiment,-and a free c omparizo ry unrestrained interchange 
rries in tain. and moral ‘te imaginary with real disco- 
“ to the best interests of saitlers h “th Dat proved condu- 
ose interests at heart, a Hy, e Petitione 
re rs, havin 
, ee 
C0 nowledge, sh contribute to the c 
public opinion. The “spt eg command access to ie bar of 
experiment is the onl ers are persuaded, that unf 
ee the only true test of usef , unfettered 
e imposition of legislati - ulness, and co 
BURRaM Gt dctenee b egislative restrictions upon lout 
advanced th nce has generally obstructed mi Rae gate 
e cause of trut cted, and seldom if ¢ 
a mores welfare of Society AB a records of all ages show that 
wane Sats of speculative sot sete oc greater injury from the 
iia invasions of established ‘ac magistrate, thus by the 
a tan their b< octrines which have b 
ndiddves fall é urse unmolested; and th 1 have been 
beneficial to th satisfied, that all opinio b Fetteners sre 
l to the com . opinions and do tri 
of ignoranc munity have e id, doctrines, really 
bail aco ectually withst 
legal and malice, and remai stood the attacks 
rotection. The Petiti emain unshaken, ind 
ion. e Pet . , independentl 
ae with eho esc gary pear it superfluous to Seine 
Sek B citizens: tat they est ; itis sufficient that they are 
ave Ae nes they either retaads the aah logy an improving 
everally educ sentiments in which 
teh more its ated, or have imbibed oth which they 
and free to nsonant to reason, or sti re arta 
veceive , n, oF still hold their mi 
and future cj any impression hi . éir minds open 
Petitio circumstances ma ty ich increased knowledg 
thin eers endey oF claim Hee Giotloatvecs the promction wit the 
consiste as members of a civili “patev ind sage aiengmberyey 
Ruustency, regard th vilized community, th 
erence : no € oppressive tr a oe 
wim tor can they, without th - mceet ipadoranyoahfoeipwes 
Pretext fo eae universal te d cn 9 Wt sone ands 
esteem the egal suppression while tl ency of any opinions made ‘ 
universal m pure and moral: b sé professors of those opinions 
interf standard of T a oe there appe 7 
erence of : ruth, exclusive of ppears to'be no 
ay peepoeit magisterial authori of general experience, th 
Proposition authority cann singh 
» but m ot confer ce 
ay, on the contrar eres vee 
y, contribute greatly to 
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the temporary establishment of error. The Petitioners would 
indeed be slow in countenancing the assumption of immoral tep. 
dency, however prevalent, as belonging peculiarly to any abstract 
opinions, until it be fully borne out by the evidence of distinct and 
incontrovertible facts, inasmuch as no religious opinion whatever 
has been fortunate enough to escape this charge of immoral ten. 
dency at its introduction, and because party and sectarian jealousy 
still assail every opposing tenet, however long tried, with similar 
-ealumnies. The Petitioners can venture to assure the House, 
from a practical acquaintance with the commercial and trading 
world, that an avowal of particular religious opinions is never 
required in the most confidential transactions of business, nor isa 
contract deemed the less binding though it has no reference to 
the popular creed. For these reasons, the Petitioners earnestly 
deprecate religious prosecutions, and the infliction of punishment 
upon any class of their believing or unbelieving brethren, on 
account of a reputed exclusive profligacy, never yet substantiated 
by proof, and consisting not in alleged overt acts, cognizable by 
the Laws, but which, as the Petitioners have ample grounds to 
conclude, exist only in the vulgar prejudices and malicious cavils 
of their controversial opponents. Reason and Charity forbid that 
the Petitioners should be required to yield their deliberate judg- 
ment to a prejudice generated by religious animosity; and they 
presume to suggest to the House, what common justice dictates, 
that criminal actions, not speculative opinions, are the only proper 
subjects of penalties and confiscations in this enlightened age, and 
under a just Government. The Petitioners are the more solicitous 
in this alana matter, from observing an apparent inconsistency 
and hardship in the proceedings of the judical Courts, where in 
the absence of all practical knowledge, and without a particle of 
evidence to establish the demoralizing effects of their opinions 
upon en! individual in existence, the proscribed class are pt 
remptorily denied the means of refuting the allegation by demon- 
strative facts, evidence to their irreproachable demeanor through 
life being utterly rejected, or accounted no answer to the vague 
charge of demoralizing tendency. It may thus happen, as it has 
happened in all times of persecution, that the most orderly and 
most virtuous members of society may be selected as victims of a 
fanatical passion for the cure of imaginary tendency: the liability 
of honest, conscientious persons, to this unworthy treatment, under 
the sanctions and forms of law, the Petitioners consider a crying 
evil, and a grievous stain upon the administration of justice; an 

they hope that the House will see fit speedily to adopt measures 
for the equal security and protection of the professors of all opi 
nions, without favour or distinction &c. &c. 
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CELEBRATION OF PAINE’S BIRTH-DAY. 





Tux Liberals, a literary Society, meeting in the City of Westminster 
every Friday evening for mutual improvement, celebrated this 
aniversary by dining together, with their friends, at their library. 
The table being cleared, Mr. Fenton was called to the Chair. 

He commenced his duties by stating the motive of their assem- 
bling that day. It was to celebrate the birth of that great poli- 
tical luminary, and philanthropic citizen, Tuomas PAINE. If (he 
continued) you were unacquainted with his writings, or ignorant 
of his talents, his character, his conduct, or his virtues, it might 
be proper to enter into minute details; but, as this is not the 
case, such a step would be useless. The splendour of the sun, 
the purity of Alpine snow, the beauty of the lily, and the fragrance 
of the rose, need no commendation: nor does the sterling worth 
of Paine require encomium in the region, where bigotry, illibe- 
rality, superstition and prejudice, have lost their influence, He 
is splendid by his works, and 

“ Needs not the foreign aid of ornament, 

But is, when unadorn’d, adorn’d the most.” 


The-gloom, by which his brilliancy had been for a time obscur- 
ed, was dispelled by the intrepid Carzite, who had fought in 
the cause of truth and reason against the unholy alliance of 
priesteraft, vice, and sordid interest. He had gained the victory. 
He had established the liberty of the Press, while the traducer 
shrunk from his grasp, and the voice of calumny was rendered 
powerless. He (the Chairman) felt himself very incompetent for 
the station which had been assigned to him, yet, he had one con- 
solation;—there might be shades of difference in their opinions 
on some particular subjects; but they were-all admirers of the 
disinterested and benevolent Paine. He should therefore, with- 
out further preface or eulogium, propose, 

memory of the Immortal Tuomas Parne, the noble of na- 
ture, the friend of man, and the father of modern Republics! 

The toast was drank in solemn silence. After which, it was 
ry Spat that it was usual at similar meetings to introduce some 

ie toasts by explanatory observations, this, it was conceived, 
mightbe dispensed with on the presentoccasion. Thecompany were 
no strangers, and had frequent opportunities of delivering their 
opinions. The sentiments which would be given, might be con- 
sidered as the spirit of their principles, and as singing would be a 
ese novelty than speech making, a few songs might add to the 

: Yo of the scene, and enliven the pleasures of the evening. 
“ge e Sons of Freedom,” “ Our Glorious Revolution, &c.” 

ots wha ha’ wi’ Wallace bled,” “‘ The Liberty of the Press,” 
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« The bold Champion,” “ Priestcraft exposed,” “A man’s a may 
for a’ that,” “‘ The Tree of Liberty,” and several other excellent 
and appropriate songs were then sung, and the following senji. 
ments drank at suitable periods. 

The magnanimous, patriotic, and undaunted Cuampioy of 
the: Liberty of the Press and free discussion—-Mr. Ricuarp 
CaRLILE! 

\Mrs. Carlile, Mrs. Wright, Miss Mary Ann Carlile, and the 
female Reformers of Great Britain ! 

The climax to the “‘ Crisis,” an “ Ace oF Reason,” the pos- 
session of “* Common Sense,” and the enjoyment of the “ Ricurs 
or Man!” 

That glorious army of martyrs, who have suffered in the cause 
of reason and truth—the young men who have rushed to the 
standard of the invincible Carlile! 

May the Altar of Science and philosophy, be raised on the 
grave of ignorance and superstition! 

James Affleck (the Carlile of North Britain) and may he be as 
successful in promoting the principles of truth and justice, as his 
cotemporary of the South! 

The downfall of delusion, and may despotism be buried in its 
ruins ! 

The sovereign people, who assume the dignity! 

Hobhouse’s Road to Reform,—take the rogues by the ears, 
kick them out, lock the doors, and throw the keys into the 
Thames! 

The Immortal memories of Lock, Bayle, Voltaire, Helvetius, 
and Volney. 

' The bulwarks of Liberty—an unfettered Press, free discussion, 
and Justice without a bandage or false scales! 

Lord Cockrane and Sir Robert Wilson, the friends of Liberty 
at home and abroad. 

Paine’s Land, and the modern Republics! 

Strength to the arm, courage to the heart, and triumph to the 
man fighting under the banners of liberty! . 

ae Immortal memories of John Hampden and Algernon Sid- 
ne 


ayle’s Protestants—those who protest against every species 
of Priestcraft ! 


The Immortal memory of the barbarously murdered R1£60, 
and all his brave countrymen who fell in the same cause. 

May the example of Britons during the reigns of John, Charles, 
and James the 2d, never be forgotten by their posterity! . 

“ courageous Mina, and the worthy companions of his 
exile 


; — Cooper Esq., and the few independent members of the 
ar 
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The principle of Trial'’by Jury, and may the practice be govern- 
ed by reason and Justice! 
The saving Grace of nobility—the independent, mighty, and 


philosophic By Ron ! 
May Turkey be well roasted by the fire of liberty, and basted 


by Greece! 
The Republicans of every part of the world, and Reformers of 


every denomination ! 

Restoration of health to Mapame Rieco, with our most res- 

ful sympathies for her sufferings! 

All incarcerated Patriots, and may their enemies see the folly of 
persecuting opinion! 

May the tree of liberty be planted in every region of the earth, 
andmay every human being partake of its fruit. 

May revolutions never cease, whilst Tyranny exists ! 

Amongst the songs introduced. was Cowper’s beautiful and pa- 
thetic “ Lament of the Negro;” after which Dr. Johnson’s favou- 
rite sentiment was proposed and drank as follows: 

“The next insurrection of the blacks in the West Indies, and 
success to them.” 

_In the course of the evening some very animated and impres- 
sive remarks were made, on the inhuman treatment of Mr. Carlile 
and the despicable conduct of his persecutors. A subscription 
was also commenced on his behalf; the first fruits of which are 
herewith sent. 

_When the company were about to depart, a member of the so- 
ciety rose, and after expressing in a very humorous strain his ad- 
miration of the glorious constitution, and boasting of his well- 
known loyalty, said,—his friends must be aware that great de- 
monstrations of rejoicing had been shewn throughout the day. 
Guns had been fired, bells rung, and fine silk flags exhibited. 
Expressions of joy on great events were customary in this coun- 
m, and might not astonish them; but they must be astonished, 
when informed, “ on authority,” that those expressions emanated 
from “a special command,” He hoped his-Friends were not less 
egal than himself; if they were, he was sure, they were not de- 
cent in gratitude: and as such he should propose to them one 
more toast, and that was,— 

George the Fourth, and may he never have worse associates 
7 ng fiddlers. 

was drank accordi i ili 
Coilimadoen ordingly amidst proofs of loyalty, by smiling 

The meeting was characterized by the greatest unanimity and 

‘humour; and broke up after mutual expressions of satis- 


J. HUNTER, Secretary. 
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William Millard 2 6 Thomas Miln 1 9 
Richard Dutton 1 0 W. Slatford 19 
David Tod 3 0 J. Hunter Q 6 
W. Feltham 1 0 James Henley 10 

Glover 2 6 John Henley 9 9 
G. Cannon 2 6 W-<Smith- 1 9 
W. Sheat 1 6 Abel Hall 10 
E. Fenton 5 0 Thomas Jasman 1 0 
W. Kin 1 0 Moxley 1 6 
W. Shields 2 6 W. M‘Intosh 0 6 
T. Shields 2 0 J. Wilmot 1 0 
J. C. Holroyd 1 0 T. Robinson 1 0 








THE 15th Anniversary of Paine’s Birth-day, held at the King’s 
Arms, Soho, January 29, 1824. 









Crro Rickman in the Chair. 
Tuis was a rare day indeed, and kept up in the true spirit of repub- 
licanism. 

Clio Rickman, so long the personal and most intimate friend of 
Thomas Paine, opened the meeting after dinner, with an appro- 
priate address; and as he always has done, recommended that 
the riers tay only of Paine, ‘unmixed with baser matter,” should 
be the order of the day; dead characters only drank, and republ- 
can songs, mirth and harmony, mark the joyful occasion; andall 
party discussion avoided. 


He then gave, intermixed with republican songs and recitations, 
the following toasts :— 


The Immortal memory of Thomas Paine. 


Republicanism, the whole of republicanism, and nothing but 
republicanism, 


The Immortal memory of William Penn. 


May we say what we please, and do what we ought. 
The Immortal memory of Benjamin Franklin. 


May the world be our country, and our religion to do good. 
The Rights of Man. € . 


The female republicans of every country. 


_ The Immortal memory of Mrs. Woolstonecroft, and the Rights 
of Woman. 


_ Here the Chairman recited his ode, on the birth-day of the 
immortal Paine. 


Emperors in heaven, and soldiers at the plough. 


The Immortal memory of William Tell, and William Wallace. 
May America become the mother Church of all Governments. 
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May we have the plagues of Egypt rather than a Government 


f Lawyers. pie 
The} immortal memory of Voltaire. 


Liberty at any rate. 
May the besom of entire alteration, sweep away all old estab- 


lishments in Religion and Politics. 

The memory of Elihu Palmer. 

Confusion to all that order that does not promote the good of 
society. 
The Immortal memory of Washington, Rousseau, Quevedo, 

sdward Fitzgerald, Bolingbroke, Fletcher 

of Saulton, Wat Tyler, Cervantes, Shakespeare, &c. were drank 
appropriately. : a 

May America abolish religious absurdities, as she has done po- 
litical ones. 

Peace on earth, and good will towards man. 

The Immortal memory of Peter Annett, and may his writings 
be universally read. 

The company, about thirty, broke up at a late hour, highly 
gratified with their entertainment—both mentally and bodily. 








ANNIVERSARY OF PAINE’S BIRTH-DAY. 





A sMALL, but very respectable party of Republicans, assembled 
at a Tavern, in the neighbourhood of Regent Street, on the 29th 
ult., to celebrate the birth-day of the Immortal Paine. 

Mr. Scott in the Chair. 

The dinner was of the most sumptuous description, having been 
provided by a man whose heart was in the cause, and a man 
= felt pride in dog honour to the memory of the phi- 
Poe tropic Paine. A superabundance of viands graced the 
— board, the cost of which far exceeded the money paid 
rs 4 guests: under these considerations, it was agreed upon by 
tie ole party present, to meet on a future evening and partake 
remains, as an act of justice to the worthy host. The even- 
wd “sm spent in the most friendly hilarity, and the conduct of the 
the ry party was truly republican. After the cloth was removed, 
" Owing toasts and sentiments were given: 

¢ Immortal memory of Thomas Paine. 

Immortal memory of George Washington. 
¢ whole earth one vast Republic. 


Natu mortal memory of Mirabaud, author of the System of 


recitation by Mr. Stickland. 
ortal memory of William Penn. 
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Soldiers at the plough, Parsons in the mines, Lawyers at the 
spinning-jenny, and Kings in heaven. 

The female Republicans of every country. 

The Rights of Man, and may they produce the “ Age of Reason.” 


RECITATION BY J. JONES. 





Friends to the cause of human kind, 
Who spurn sk 10 sway; 

In friendly union here combined, 
On this auspicious day. 


May each revolving year renew, 
Our philanthropic feast ; 

And each succeeding day review, 
A tyrant’s last bequest. 


May millions join the sacred cause, 
Before we meet again ; 

Then we could check tyrannic laws, 
And all our rights maintain. 


This day was born the Immortal Paine, 
Whose patriotic soul 

Has burst all mental bonds in twain, 
Nor knew his mind controul. 





He saw the human race oppressed, 
By despots and their crew; 

To render all supremely blest, 
His potent pen he drew. 


Truth ever was his ruling star, 
Humanity his aim; 

Resolved with tyranny to war, 

And kindle freedom’s flame. 


Though still pursued by slander’s tongue, 
From interested men; 


His writings will his fame prolong, 
In spite of slander’s pen. 


His “ Common Sense” will ever live 
A monument of fame, 


And to his name a lustre give, 
Which scandal can’t defame. 
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It saved Columbia from the power 
Of Kings’ despotic sway; 

Her sons will ever bless the hour 
That sent them this Essay. 


That great production “ Rights of Man,’ 
Unfolds to human view, 

The just and philanthropic plan, 
That Statesmen should pursue. 


The “« Age of Reason” will uproot 
The Christian’s darksome creed, 

And all his dogmatisms refute, 
Which nought but discord breed. 


He warr’d with kings, because their aim 
Was to oppress mankind; 

He warr’d with priests, because for gain 
With despots they combined. 


To plunder man, both parties join, 
Of all things that are good ; 

The priest, his reason does purloin, 
The monarch, clothes and food. 


His pen did Thrones and Temples scaith, 
And wounded tyranny ; 

The subtle Priest then sued for faith, 
The King for loyalty. 


O! may we see the happy day, 
When both their pow’rs will cease ; 

And Paine’s politic plan bear sway, 
Then man would be at peace. 


How smooth and soft man’s life would glide, 
If unencumber’d by 

These licenc’d robbers, who preside 
O’er human destiny. 


If ve ruling powers there be, 
Who goodness can bestow, 

Exalt the men whose minds are free, 
And raze the despots low. 


Let pure Republics fill the earth, 

And despots cease to reign ; 

en all mankind would own the worth, 
And bless the name of Paine. 
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Song by Mr. Wharton.—‘‘ Now breathe we the air wherein 
freemen can live.” 

Song by Mr. Mills.—‘ Scots wha ha’.” 

Song by Mr. Lock.—Marsellois hymn. 

Song by Mr. Stickland.—‘ Quevedo went down to the regions 


Toast by do. Richard Carlile, the undaunted Champion of uni. 
versal liberty, three times three. 

Song— We'll keep no more bears.” 

Recitation by Mr. Claridge. 

Song by J. Jones.—*‘ In Liberty’s cause, I could yield up my 


SONG, COMPOSED FOR THE OCCASION, 


By Mr. STICKLAND. 
Tune—Bay of Biscay O! 


In Freedom’s cause united, 
The thoughts our spirits cheer, 
That cause, by base men slighted, 
True Patriots shall revere. 
Justice and truth allied, 
Shall ever be our guide, 


Whilst we steer, void of fear, 
For the land of Freedom O! 


Old nature’s greatest charter, 
Republicans shall boast; 
Those rights they ne’er will barter, 
With vile corruption’s host. 
But still maintain the cause, 
Of Reason, Truth, and Laws. 


Every heart, play its part 
In the cause of Freedom O! 


We'll follow our great leader, 
Th’ wise, th’ Immortal Paine; 
Fair Freedom’s special pleader 
Man’s equal rights to gain. 
His spirit as our guide, 
Shall in each heart preside, 
Whilst we steer, void of fear, 
For the land of Freedom O! 


The Sceptre, Crown, and Bible, 
We cordially despise; 

On common sense a libel, 

And folly in our eyes. 
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Corruption’s knavish tools, 
May gull their dupes and fools, 


__ But we'll steer, from it clear, 
ant For the land of Freedom O! 





Whilst others seek for glory, 
In fields of death and blood, 
We'll court a deathless story, 
By seeking England’s good ; 
And every Patriot’s name, 
Shall stand enroll’d by fame ; 


Chorus. | Long be cheer’d, and rever’d, 
By the sons of Freedom O! 


Ons 


1ni- 


“J 





A number of other Patriotic toasts and songs were given, too 
numerous to mention ; suffice it to say, that it was truly a mental 


feast. 


RECITATION BY J. JONES, ON THE SUBSEQUENT 
EVENING. 


AcrEEABLY to all our inmost wishes, 
We're met again to clear our good host’s dishes, 
Which were so well replenished for the feast, 
With choicest meats, of every kind the best. 
"Twas not a feast of “‘ loaves and little fishes,” 
But good roast beef, and ham, and various dishes, 
Of choicest viands, too num’rous to repeat, 
But such as true Republicans should always eat. 
We're come, 1 say, to have a cold collation, 
And have a song, a speech, or recitation, } 
And talk how pure Republicans would rule a nation. 
Perha 8 our good friend Stickland will recite ; 
The Chairman with a speech may throw a light 
Upon the subject of our present meeting ; 
Friend Mills will with a song our ears be greeting ; 
Our worthy Vice will something good advance, 
Friend Ellis there, of course, will be mumchance, } 
But ever ready the good cause to enhance. 
Friend Claridge, I perceive, is at his station, 
€ too, will doubtless give a recitation, 
And to the mental banquet add his dish, 
© prove to wond’ring man—beefsteaks are fish. 
nend Wharton’s patriot songs will charm the soul, 
Our worthy host will give us “ old King Cole:” 
come avaunt! my muse begins to tire. 
Th the task with confidence retire, 
ina each Republican will do his best, 
add his portion to the mental feast. 
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Which is, that we next year meet here again, 


There is one request, I hope I shall obtain, 
To celebrate the natal day of Paine. } 








TO MR. CARLILE. 





Sir, Stockport, Feb. 3, 1824. 
I were hand you a brief sketch of a public meeting held in this 
town, for the celebration of the birth of Mr. Thomas Paine, the 
greatest philanthropist that ever yet existed. The meeting was 
held in a very commodious room at the Castle Inn, in the Market 
Place. 


ANNIVERSARY OF MR. PAINE’S BIRH-DAY. 


—smBemeeBEBewa asa we Sse se ecoe 





During the evening the following toasts were given, inter- 
spersed with a number of excellent songs. 

The Immortal memory of Thomas Paine. In silence, standing. 

Song—“ The Rights of Man,” tune, God save the King, by the 
whole company. 

An Eulogium on Mr. Paine, by Mr. Kershaw. 

Richard Carlile, the bold Champion of Liberty and Free Dis- 
cussion. (@ ) 

Song—‘“ Albion’s Republic,” by Mr. Mason. 

The brave incarcerated shopmen, and Shopwoman (Mrs. Wright) 
of Richard Carlile. (applause. ) 

Song—The Philadelphia Lawyer. 

Health to the Republicans, Deists, and Materialists of Scotland, 
by Mr. Rab. Hoare. 

Song—“ Scots wha’ hae wi’ Wallace bled.” Mr. Kershaw. 

May the enemies of Liberty and Free Discussion be drawn at ¢ 
full length, and the gallows be their picture frame. 

eo aon be free,” by Mr. Shottin. 

May the sun of Li shed his cheering beams on every part 
of the habitable globe.” . af 

Song—“ O give me death or Liberty.” (Mr. Holland) “‘ Date 
Obolum,” (by Mr. Holland.) 

Many othertoasts and songs were given, which are here omitted. 

__ The thanks of this meeting were then given to Mr. J. Watson, 

for his very excellent letters, in reply to [. G. and J. E. C. in the 
Republican. 

In the course of the evening, Mr. Kershaw and Mr. Buckley 
severally addressed the meeting, on the virulent abuse which had 


been heaped on the writings and character of Thomas Paine; and 
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on the base persecution, and unjust imprisonment of Mr* 


eee his family, by the meek and holy followers of the hum- 


ble Jesus. Mr. Buckley contrasted the mild and benevolent cha- 
racter of Paine, with that of the worthies of ancient history—the 
‘enouinary rufians, Moses, Joshua, and the coop King David, 
after God’s own heart, whose “ character exhibits the 
most singular tissue of wickedness and debauchery. I never (said 
Mr. B.) read of such a villain; there wasnocrime, I verily believe, 
which this man did not commit. He was an outlaw and a robber, 
who spent his time in pellaging, aeerernde 004 nenerng feng un- 
offending inhabitants of Israel. When he became King, he com- 

itted the most abominable crimes recorded in history; (the infa- 
iy Kirk not excepted) first debauching the wife of Uriah, and 
then, ia 4 most cowardly manner, commanding him to be assassi- 
nated. His son Solomon was a greater debauchee than the father. 
He was the great Sultan of the East, keeping three hundred wives 
and seven hundred whores!!!” Look here, Christians! at these 
monsters in depravity, and be for ever silent on the amiable cha- 
racter of Thomas Paine! ! 

Look at the character of the worthies of our own times; I mean 
the bloody cut-throat, Castlereagh, who, in his. infancy, took de- 
light in torturing insects ;—in his youth, brutes;—and, in his 
manhood, he tortured man. He, who never felt compassion for 
his fellow creatures, to whose villain eye and tyrant heart, the cru- 
elties and slaughterings of Smithfield, would have beenan exquisite 
tepast ! 

For the present I shall omit saying any thing of the excellent 
charactar of the pious and holy Bishop of Clogher, Percy Jocelyn ; 
I am heartily disgusted with the bare mention of his name. O 
Christian, Christian, where is thy blush! 

Mr. Kershaw recited “ The: Converted Indian.” &c. &c., and 
gave many anecdotes, selected chiefly from Mr. Sherwin’s, and 
Clio Rickman’s Life of Paine. The company broke up at 12 o’clock. 

you a complete triumph over all your Christian perse- 
cutors; Iremain, yours sincerely, 


MARTIN. BLACKETT. 








TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





ron ess Wish Street, Sheffield, Jan. 20, 1824. 

ak we ePublican of the 7th of December ought to satisfy every 
0 will read it, that the keepers of Dorchester Gaol, have 

cane example of some of the worst characters under their 
by Stealing from you, a number of necessary articles; 
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" amongst the rest your pen knife, a working tool in your business, fu 
a necessary thing, not only for enabling you to provide for your- of 
self and family, but for the public at large; for, without your pen 
and honest exertions, the frauds and superstitions, which had keptus 
blind so long, would never have been so clearly exposed to the minds us 
of the people of England as they are at this time. The tyrants of 
dread your writing, and they were put to the last shift when they ac 
committed the robbery. It must convince every unprejudiced Wl 
mind, that you are in the right, and they in the wrong, excuse 
themselves as they please. And not liking to set you at liberty th 
without those enormous fines, the plot was laid to irritate you ac 
to commit some outrage towards the plunderers, that you might th 
have falleninthecontest. Is this, then, Christian religion, is this he 
doing for evil? No, itis doing evil for good; and where is the 00 
priest that dares to call their conduct in question? they have call- th 
ed your conduct in question in every pulpit; but, in this case, what it 
are they to say? Follow their trade and say you are mad; if it fu 
be a lie, it is allin the way of trade. Their Holy book tells them, al 
that if they break one law, they are guilty of breaking the whole; ni 
likewise, there is a commandment that says, thou shalt not steal; in 
but this law they can break with impunity, at any time, upon ju 
your property; and like the Roman Catholics, in some countries, et 
when they murder a protestant say they do God service. This is in 
a country where they tell us toleration is granted, and a free th 

, country! Shame! shame! However, should it prove true, that cr 
good comes out of evil, you have a large share in store; which I 

hope you will soon enjoy, with every one who has suffered for be 

the cause of truth, is the sincere wish of ki 

Yours respectfully, 

W. CROSS. b 

et 

I beg your acceptance of a doz. of useful pen knives; which : 

was the chief purport of my addressing you. ; 

it 

REASON, versus REVELATION ; 

Ow or about the year 1710, a Swedish Missionary had a meeting 

with some Indians at Canastage, in Pennsylvania, at which, an in- ‘ 

terpreter being present, he delivered a discourse on Original Sin, h 

the necessity of a mediator, &c., and by various arguments, en- ‘ 

deavoured to persuade them to embrace the Christian religion. 

In answer to which, one of the Indian Chiefs delivered the follow- : 

ing speech : which, as well as his own, the Missionary published 

in Latin, on his return to Sweden; and dedicated them to the unl- 


versity of Upsol; desiring them, at the same, that they would 
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to arrive at that end. But supposing our understandings to be 
so far illuminated, as to know it to be our duty to please God, 
who yet hath left us under an incapacity of doing it; will this 
Missionary conclude that we shall all be damned? Will he take 
upon himself to pronounce against us for not doing those things, 
which heeven acknowledges are impossible for us to do? It is 
our opinion that every man is possessed of sufficient knowledge 
for his own salvation, The almighty (for any thing known to the 
contrary) might have communicated himself to different races of 
people, in different manners ; some say, they have the will of God 
in writing; be it so, their revelation has no advantage over ours, 
since both must be equally sufficient to save, or the end of revela- 
tion would be frustrated: besides, if they be both true, they must 
be the same in substance; and the difference only lies in the mode 
of communication. He tells us there are many precepts in his 
written revelation, of which we are entirely ignorant. But these 
written commands can only be designed for those who have the 
writings. They cannot regard us. Had the Almighty thought 
as much knowledge necessary to our salvation, his goodness 
would not so long have deferred the communication of it to us; 
and to say that in a matter so necessary, he would not at one 
and the same time equally reveal himself to all mankind, is nothing 
less than an absolute denial of his omnipotence. Without doubt, 
he could make his will manifest, without any written book, or the 
assistance of any thing human whatever. 

We shall, in the next place, consider the arguments which 
arise from a consideration of providence. If we are the work of 
God, (which, I presume, will not be denied) it follows from thence, 
that we are under the care and protection of God; for, it cannot 
be supposed that the Deity should abandon his creatures, and be 
utterly regardless of their welfare. Then, to say, that the Al- 
mighty hath permitted us to remain in fatal error, through so 
many ages; is to represent him as a tyrant! How is it consistent 
with his justice, to force life upon a race of beings without their 
consent, and damn them eternally, without ever opening to them 
a door of salvation? Our conception of the gracious God is more 
noble, and we think that those who do otherwise, do little less 
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than blaspheme. Again, ’tis through the care and goodness of 


the almighty, that, from the beginning of time, through many ge 
nerations to this day, our names have been preserved. By the 
same care we now enjoy our lives, and are furnished with the ne- 
cessary means of preserving them. But all these things are 
trifling, compared with our salvation; therefore, since God hath 
been so careful for us in matters of little consequence, it would 
be absurd to affirm, that he has neglected us in a case of the 
greatest importance. Admit, that he hath forsaken us, yet | 
would not have been without a just cause, Let us suppose that 
a crime was committed by our ancestors, like to that which we ar 
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le; in such a case 

committed by another race of people; 

would certainly punish the criminal, but would not involve 

ys, who are innocent, in his guilt; those who think otherwise, 
? 


must take the Almighty to be a very whimsical, ill-natured 


Once more, are the Christians more virtuous, or rather, are 


they not more vicious then we are? if so, how cameit to pass, that- 


they are the objects of God’s beneficence, while we are neglected ? 
does the Deity confer his favours without reason, and with so much 

iality? In a word, we find the Christians much more depraved 
in their morals than ourselves; and we judge of their doctrine by 


the badness of their lives. 








TO MR. RICHARD CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Hyde, Jan. 18, 1824 of the Christian Idolatry. 

EstgEMED Fe_itow CiTIzEN, 

Again, the Republicans in this neighbourhood have given me an 
opportunity of sending you the sum of £2. 0. 14. asa token of 
their esteem for you, as a token of their approbation of your bold, 
open, manly, and virtuous conduct. 

In your answer to my letter published in No. 5, Vol. 7, of 
“The Republican,” you make an objection to my calling the 
Priests the servants of the public. This objection I anticipated; 
it will therefore be necessary for me to explain, why I inserted so 
objectionable a phrase. Not long before I sat down to write that 
letter, I had been in company with a person who was going to a 

Church, to celebrate the birth-day of the supposed 
founder of the Christian religion. Among a variety of subjects 
ve conversed upon, the errand on which he was going was one; 
which naturally introduced the office and conduct of the Christian 
Priests My companion, in a somewhat ingenious, but-I cannot 
allow convincing, manner, maintained, ‘‘ that priests were public 
‘vants, that as they ‘devoted their time and talents to the 
(alleged) service of the public, they were public servants, and 
teserving of public support.” The thoughts of what he had said 
Pte my mind at the time I wrote that paragraph, and down 

Words went. Ina moment I perceived my error, and was 
call to obliterate them, but did not, thinking they would 
meh you some observations on those deceptive gentry, the 

$} which would, in some degree, tend to set at rest a question 
ws who agitated, about their being public servants. Few per- 
have, foe unre eonally acquainted with me, will allow, that I 
7m Several years past, considered the priests worthy of any 
mame or honour, other than as public nuisances. 
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I should be sorry to blame any man, or body of men, unde- 
servingly, but yet the priests are a class of beings, whose profes- = 
sions and practices render them disgusting and contemptible to pu 
every friend to universal liberty, to every rational and moral ha 
mind. Do [ need to call to mind their idleness, debaucheries, th 
and midnight revellings? There are bishops and doctors in divi- a 
nity in existence; in fact, the whole fraternity may truly say, no, po 
Do I need to call to mind their illiberality, bigotry, and supersti- th 
tion? Ask the Spanish Patriots,and they will say, no. Do! need i 
to call to mind their want of feeling, their rancour, malice, and w 
revenge? You and a many other victims to their tender mercies, he 
and loving kindness, can truly say, no. There is no need to call to ti 


remembrance any of their past deeds; we need only to take 
notice for a few days of their actions as they pass before us, to pr 
be convinced of the real character of these men. Their assurance 
knows no bounds, for, whatever excesses they may be guilty of, 
whatever outrages they may commit against decency, good order, 
and morality, they expect them to be passed over in silence, 
“without note and without comment.” Their unfeelingness is 
unlimited, or they never would have allowed an honest, bold, 
and open enemy to have suffered a four years’ imprisonment, for I 
publishing to the world doctrines which they with all their learn- } 
ing, with all their classical attainments, cannot answer, cannot 
prove to be erroneous. 

Allow me, Sir, to congratulate you on the release of your 
Sister from an imprisonment she never deserved; on her restora- 
tion to that mental and bodily liberty she ought never to have 
been deprived of; on the infamy and disgrace her vindictive 
persecutors have called down upon their own heads, by exercis- 
ing an authority they ought never to have been trusted with. 

Allow me to congratulate you on the disappointment a party of 
persecutors met with in their diabolical attack upon your person, 
by the cool, and collected manner in which you sustained that 
gross outrage. Allow me, Sir, with the genuine feelings of friend- 
ship and esteem, to express my approbation of your conduct, 
the great strength of mind you displayed during that attack, 
which was apparently intended to irritate your feelings, to pro- 
voke your resistance, and so to have afforded them an opportuni- 
ty of putting an end to your glorious career, and extensive use- 
fulness. 

Allow me to congratulate you on the increase and extension of 
your doctrines, both moral, and political. The intelligence o 
the increased demand for your works, is most pleasing and co- 

_ Solatory to every friend to rational and social liberty. It is 
proof the people are determined to think, to judge, to act for them- 
selves, and not to rest their hopes and expectations on the falla- 
cious dogmas, the delusory doctrines, of the priests. Itis with plea- 
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gure | inform you, 1 have this week gained a footing for your Re- 

blican ina village in a remote part of this country, where none 
had been sent to, and few read in, before. I have no doubt, but 
that in proportion to the number of the inhabitants of that village, 
who may get a view of the truths contained in that work, in pro- 

sion will its utility be extended, and the demand for it increased ; 
the authority of the priest curtailed, and his influence lessen- 
od. Sophistry and delusion, assisted by priestcraft, may for a 
while prevail over the ignorant and unenlightened; but even 
here they will lose their hold. As knowledge becomes more de- 
veloped, the effects of ‘‘ the truth as it is in” nature, will be more 
felt, and acknowledged ; and the evils attendant on kingcraft and 
priesteraft, will become more detested and abhorred, till they are 
by common consent, banished from the face of the earth. This 
happy period is fast approaching, and I hope your life and health 
vill be continued, until you have witnessed this consummation of 
your Wishes. But should it not happen, neither in your time nor 
in mine, it is some consolation that we can sink into the grave 
with the pleasing expectation that our posterity will feel and en- 
joy blessings, which circumstances denied to their fathers. 

Allow me, on the part of the Republicans in this neighbour- 
hood, to request your acceptance of our best respects, and to 
convey the same to Mrs. Carlile and children, to your sister, 
and to your praiseworthy servants, and I trust I shall always con- 
lnue to be your sincere friend, and admirer. 


SAMUEL MERCER. 


Subscription towards the payment of the extortionate fines, ex- 
acted, and to be exacted from Richard Carlile and family; a man 
and family, that have proved themselves worthy of the high- 
est title of respect that a nation can bestow, who have the oreat- 
est claim on our resources, when in pecuniary want, having sacri- 
mare personal and domestic comfort for the bold avowal of 
a atthe shrine of which, every Englishman, every man, 
should be proud to become a martyr. 


Bhi ol Reason, Truth, One who delights in the spi- 
Hl persecuted 5 0 rit of an honest man 2 0 
ly nrget Sah sincere- James Shepley 2 6 
of. boating eh anate Thomas Barker 4 0 
of’ whatever Daniel Taylor 2 0 
Oman » or hue 5 0 Thomas Langwith 2 6 
Bs » believes that mat- W. M‘Ewin 1 6 
ed, an ost ever exist- B. Johnson 3 0 
‘thet eds am go through Joseph Gosling 2 0 
operations without A Friend to Liberty 0 3 

the assistance of the 

ginary God. of th ima- James Ryder 0 2 

tians, of the D the Chris- An Enemy to Kingcraft and | 
Abraham Sdeboe 1 6 Priestcraft 1 23 
Samuel Mercer oan 1 0 J. H., an Englishman 1 0 
» Materialist 5 0 S. Keiwdale 0 6 
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TO MR. SAMUEL MERCER, HYDE, NEAR MAN. 
CHESTER. 





CITIZEN, Dorchester Gaol, Feb. 10, 1824. 
Wuen I criticised, a year ago, your designation of the 
priests, as public servants; I knew well, that it was a sli 
of your pen, and not your judgment. In relation to such 
congregations as elect them, they are public servants, but 
such elections are very rare outof London. Though the office 
has hitherto been viewed as most respectable ; and though 
even now, many good, really good, well disposed, and re- 
spectable meu are in it, whenever | take an aggregate view 
of the office of the priesthood, I cannot but pronounce it to 
be abominable. More or less, it must corrupt the best of 
men ; and more particularly so now, when the whole delu- 
sion of religion is so loudly, so constantly, and so generally, 
exposed, as they are brought into hostility with men at least 
as good, and in the aggregate, wiser and better than them- 
selves. For aught I know to the contrary, Dr. England, the 
Archdeacon of Dorset, might be a good man, in his parish; 
though I never heard any one say so much ; but, as a visit- 
ing magistrate for Dorchester Gaol, his conduct towards me 
has been truly atrocious ; which I explain by the orders he 
has assisted to make as to my means of exercise in the open 
air, in which I bave been put upon the footing of the Gaol- 
er’s horse, fo be let out for exercise just when he likes, or 
can altend to the sending of a man to look after me. | have 
been worse situated than the Guoler’s horse; for, I have 
not a doubt, but interest and a sort of brute affection, in- 
duce him to pay attention to the health of his horse; but as 
to my health, I have seen that he does not regard it ; in fact, 
that he would gladly destroy it, if he could do it safely ; and 
the visiting magistrates have afforded him every encourage 
ment and means to that end. I have also detected the Rev. 
Doctor, as one of those who have both conspired and lied to 
do me every possible injury, by the exclusion of friends from 
seeing me,and by other secret influences. In short, he and his 
fellow Christian magistrates have furnished me with a strong 
hatred, and a thousand arguments against Christians and 
Christianity, which I could not have otherwise possessed: 
They, blind villains, have thought that they could break 

own my spirit by cruelty, and thus make me a hypocrite 
and a Christian ; but they have woefully miscalculated for 
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their OWN reputations and future ease ; which, now it is too 
iste to mend the matter, they are beginning to discover. 

Asto success in our efforts, it is as ctrtain as any event 
ean be; but it is an object not to be worked by sudden, hur- 
ried OF precipitated effects. It is a matter of knowledge; 
ind that does not act by sudden impulses ; but by slow and 
cober acquisitions and accumulations ; by an almost unno- 
tied progress. It is possible, and even probable, that you 
and I may see kingcraft and priestcraft, and all useless 
crafts, extirpated in Europe; but, if we do not, we shall 
lave the less for our children to do, by what we are now 
doing; and I consider, that after having given my children 
the best education that existing knowledge can impart, I 
shall leave them a great fortune, if 1 leave them at liberty to 
practise free discussion without incurring the same pains 
and penalties as 1 have incurred. Without the certainty of 
leaving them this fortune of freedom of discussion, they may 
be assured thus early, that I shall not leave them money for- 
tunes: for, after providing them with food, clothing and 
education; every spare shilling shall be used to swell the 
amount of knowledge ; ‘and I exhort them, as my present 
will and testament, to follow my steps, if any thing be left 
undone after’ am spent in the struggle. 

Accept, in conjunction with all friends at Hyde, my 
thanks for this further support, and believe me 

Immutably yours as at present, 


RICHARD CARLILE. 











TO MR, R. CARLILE DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Rie! 6 HT ot Bowling, near Bradford, Jan. 30, 1824. 
18 with no small degree of diffidence that I presume to address 
yu, ata time when the friends of liberty have been regaling them- 
: ser broting a day which gave birth to an individual, whose 
wish 0 evere, whose labours I appreciate, and whose writings 
Lah; universally read, and as universally acted upon; 
bow need that nothing will, or can be done, to regenerate 
Hadid “oy their present state of degradation; so long as they 
the ideves or = their interests ; so long as they are willing to be 
dupes of a set ctr Powers 80 long as they are willing to be the 
rehiuee és of beings whose livelihood consists in duping them; 


this state 
lished: but m of things continues, liberty cannot be estab- - 


nothing is better calculated to exterminate from 
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the face of the earth, these pestiferous clouds of priestcraft and 
superstition, under whose influence mankind have unceasingly 
butchered each other, with fiend-like ferocity, than disseminating 
those principles which you have so ably and so indefatigably advo- 
cated; for which you have been so outrageously robbed, for which 
you, and your undaunted shopmen, have been so tyrannically 
persecuted. But, Sir, I hope, the time is not far distant, when 
you shall be amply remunerated for your meritorious services ; 
when the rude tongue of.censure shall cease to rail against you; 
when the tyrant shall be hurled from his usurped authority, and 
an elective magistracy be seated on the ruins of despotism. 
These, Sir, are the sentiments which I have imbibed since I began 
to read your Republican; and I am happy in saying, that it has 
been the means of generating in me new ideas on theology: for 
when I was a child, I was taught to believe in an omniscient God; 
yet he repents of having made man, and curses the ground for his 
sake; I was taught to believe in omnipotence; yet I find in 
the Jew Book that he had not strength enough to wreak his ven- 
geanceon an iron chariot: David was held up tome, as a man after 
God’s own heart; yet [ find that this image of infinite goodness 
committed crimes, at which humanity shudders. I have scarcely 
need to say, that since I have become a man, I have put away 
such a childish God; I have laid it down as an axiom, that intel- 
ligence cannot exist separate from matter; and_ haying arrived at 
this grand and demonstrable fact, I will not relax in my endeavours 
to make it known to others; conscious, that by so doing, I shall 
increase my own happiness, and that of my fellow creatures. 

A few of your friends at Bradford met on the 29th of January, 
to celebrate the birth of the Immortal Paine, when a subscription 
was entered into, to assist you in propagating useful knowledge ; 
and though the sum is small, I hope it will be received as a testl- 
mony of the Subscribers’ respects for your exertions; I remain 
yours in behalf of the Subscribers, 

THOMAS BYCROFT. 


__P. S. One or two of your Bradford friends are desirous to know 
if there is any, probability of your getting into your possession 
the unpublished documents of Thomas Paine, as they are anxious 
to have every sentence that issued from the pen of that great man. 


A Friend to Free Discussion 5.0 James Sted, Republican 1 0 
J. Law, a Materialist 2.0. David, Hillery, who thinks 
acre to Free Discussion 5. 0. ; that matter is’ the se 

" w a ; nt 
Thomas Bycroft i q wale nat add, giilad 4.9 
Edward Bycroft, Materialist Thomas Hillery, Materialist 1 ° 

and Republican 1 0 J.S., Unitarian o” 
Hodgson Smith 2 0 
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BRADFORD. 





CrrizEN, Dorchester Gaol, Feb. 14, 1824. 


Tux beauty of the principles we advocate is, that after a 
man has once attained to a perfect knowledge of them, he 


can no more change them than he can change bis sex: they 


become a part of his nature. He may be silent, or he may 
be a hypocrite; but he cannot change his knowledge. 
This isevinced by the stedfast manner in which my few Brad- 
ford friends support my progress. I return them my sin- 


cere thanks; and as to the possession of Paine’s Posthumous 
Works, it is altogether a money affair, and as soon as I can 
command four hundred pounds, I understand that I shall be 
able to command the manuscripts. 1| shall freely exchange 
the money for the manuscripts, as soon as | am in a condi- 
tion todo it; of which I do not despair. My expenses 
lessen; my business increases; and though I am now, what 
is called, behind the world; I do hope to turn about and get 
every thing straight and to obtain the unpublished manu- 
scripts of Thomas Paine. 


lam, Citizen, respectfully yours, 
R. CARLILE 








ERRATUM. 





- printing the article on “* The Age of the World,” in No. 
»the printer made a serious error, by misplacing a line: 
Second sentence should read thus: ‘ Few, or none, 
mainiain, that pit coal, or mountains of lime, &c., were 
ae their present form, wherein the skeletons of ani- 
sik have been found; but that these enormous masses 
desis hy been formed by deposition :—that of coal, by the 
the Of vegetable matter, perhaps petrified by means of 
lime where it is supposed to exist in profusion :—that of 
ras Poe Arosa - the shells and bones of marine 

; animais ; and, from analogy, the masses of 
ion alum, salt petre, and other stable substances are 
Which y deposition and evaporation of the medium in 
Y Were originally in solution.” 


70 MR. THOMAS BYCROFT, BOWLING, NEAR 
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Transposing the bottom line of page 129, to be the third 


of page 130, will set it right. 








TO RELIGION’S PRISONER IN DORCHESTER GAOL. 





T o thee, the great Cuampion of all we hold dear, 
O f what we possess, we now offer a share ; 


R emembrance of all, that for us thou hast borne, 

I nducés us now, to step forward in form: 

C onceiving our aid, tho’ a trifle, will show, 

H ow much we respect you for what you bestow. 

A nd more, it will show the OL_p Priest and his crew, 
R egardless of him, how your steps we pursue: 

D clighted to see, that the small Town of Cerne 


C an boast of a few, who are willing to learn. 

A nd further, it goes to encourage thee on, 

R egardless of tyrants, their power to scorn; 

L ong since thou hast shewn that no power can bind, 
I nfluence or sway, thy all-powerful mind. 

L et then a few friends, tho’ of humble estate 

E ncourage and aid thee, to bear with thy fate. 





Ankerstrom 

A Friend to Free Discussion 

One who thinks that if the Church property was appropri- 
ated to the educating and clothing the children of the 
lower classes, mankind would in the aggregate be bene- 
fitted by it 

R. Hassel, who thinks with the above, for two reasons: it 
would annihilate the tyrant and the oppressor, and place 
power only where it ought to be placed, with the people 

Morality without religion, and may'evety fanatic be treat- 
ed with that just contempt he deserves 

Morality and emancipation from priestcraft 

An Admirer of The Moralist, and Friend to Carlile 

An echo to the sentiment, from David Henderson 

A Lover of Truth and Friend to Carlile 
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TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Cerne, Feb. 8, 1824, of a religion 
that can find no defender in Dor- 

Sir, setshire, at least. 
Ix handing you the above small subscription, we cannot but re- 
t that itis not more considerable for this town and neighbour- 
hood. Yet you will make some allowance on this score, when 
you call to mind the very short time that the standard of liberal 
inciples and free discussion has been hoisted amongst us: 
and when further, considering that it has had to rear its head 
amidst the ever proverbial darkness and illiberality of this part of 
the country. Dropping this view of the subject, in hopes that at 
some future day we shall not cut so despicable a figure amongst 
the friends of truth and free discussion, we congratulate you on 
the decided and manifest superiority you have gained over your 
heartless, unfeeling Christian persecutors. And when we see 
what you have done in this way, even in this neighbourhood, we 
cannot but congratulate the friends of truth, and enemies of priest- 
craft, throughout the world. Your first opponent from this 
neighbourhood, the Reverend J. Davis, the boast and pride of his 
party, as a great scriptural argumentarian, no sooner found that 
you were inclined to question the rounpaTion of his doctrines, 
than he left you, shabbily* gave up the contest, and instead of at- 
tempting to correct your errors, if he considered you in error, 
contented himself with abusing you amongst his followers, strain- 
ing every nerve and making use of all the rhetoric he was master 
of to induce them not to read, what he calls, your infamous books, 
oreountenance those who do. Your second, the Reverend Mr. 
Richman, has done no more towards proving the truth of Christianity, 
Mr. Davis, although, by his brother priest, he is thought to 
a very learned man. We question his learning, farther than a 
mere scholastic knowledge of a few languages; but we do not 
bt his being a, sincere Christian; aye a sincere Christian; and 
*Varistian at-heart too. An instance, for proof, he has said, that 
i ig to take the same liberty with him, that one of our 
ber h taken with Mr. Davis, he would instantly send him 
Up to bear you company; but, however well calculated this Reve- 
wa rina may be for, a, scarecrow, he cannot frighten us; and, 
ne, like Mr; Davis, to give us, cause, he would receive the 

wie Chastiseraent. Holt bigs 

vii cing your third and last, we are at a loss to describe 
we feel! After reading the very strong and energetic argu- 
: hae had adduced, arguments which went to root out the 
“Y foundation of Christianity, to send you such an answer! such 


were 
num 
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a nonsensical, ridiculous answer, considering to whom it was ad- 
dressed; and yet this is the greatest Church Dignitary in the 
county! Seeing the doctrines of Christianity publicly contradicted 
with nothing more to say in answer than to caution you, not to 
risk ‘‘ your hepea of glory hereafter, by neglecting the means of 
grace here!” And is this Dr. England, the Archdeacon of Dorset, 
cried we with astonishment! 

Must not these different cases speak with irresistible force to 
the thinking mind; certainly they must: and as regards our- 
selves, we can say, they have made up all that was wanting to 
convince us, that religion, in whatever shape, is wholly without 
foundation; and that its supporters in general are men of low 
and narrow minds. It is not so much with the view of pecuniary 
aid, that we get up this subscription, as to show the Priests of this 
neighbourhood, that you have friends willing and able to assist you; 
although circumstances prevent many from coming openly for- 
ward in the cause. Accept then this trifle, Sir, as an earnest of 
something more worthy your acceptance on some future day. 
And, in conclusion, we subscribe ourselves, with every good wish 
for the success of your enlightening, and entertaining, publica- 
tions, friends to the cause of free discussion, and sincere admirers 
of your noble, and praiseworthy conduct. 

THE SUBSCRIBERS. 








“5 


TO MR. RICHARD HASSEL, JUNIOR, CERNE. 





Sir, Dorchester Gaol, February 11, 1824. 
WERE I not sensible that the subscriptions from Cerne were 
rather meant to exhibit the growing spirit of that little town, 
than as a matter of compliment to me, I should content my- 
self with the formality of returning you thanks, and making 
you some fine assurances of future good behaviour, but as 
there is more meant than meets the eye, in this interchange of 
race I shall dilate freely upon the contents of the ad- 

ress, 

I publicly state, that, in all my readings of ancient oF 
modern characters, in all the observations | bave been able 
to make upon mankind, | have found nothing so despicable, 
so base in character, as the conduct of the parsons and ma- 
gistrates of Dorset, towards me: confining my meaning (0 
those with whom I have come in contact, and always eX 
cepting the present worthy chaplain of the Gaol. 

The atrocious, the villain, the assassin-like order which 
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visit tobe a flight—and a fright from which he does not 
seem to have yet recovered ; for, though he challenged me 
to the combat, I have not seen his face a third time. 

Yet these men can all go and abuse me behind my back, 
and justify the treatment [ have received in this Gaol! What 
is so base, that a priest cannot be found to do ? 

My private determination has long been, to gratify my 
revenge upon these despicable Gaolers, by scattering my 
publications throughout this county. I have now a man 
ready for the purpose, andif the Dorset Priests or Magistrates 
try their hands at prosecution. I will endeavour to find them 
a case for every Sessions and assizes, until they cry hold— 
enough! The name of the first man, who will start in this 
county, is Francis Roberts from Oldham, in Lancashire; 
and he shall present himself successively in every town, and 
at almost every house, if he has time. 

I feel so much confidence in the correctness of the princi- 
ples which I advocate, that I think of nothing but success in 
the promulgation; and experience daily convinces me, that 
where fairly examined, they are irresistable. The boasted 
learning acquired at our universities is found to be good for 
nothing, when fairly criticised; and those, who can boast of 
the prizes gained at College, are put to confusion by a few 
self-taught youths, who have read the books of Paine, Pal- 
mer, Mirabeau, Diderot, &c. Had any one, seven years 
ago, told your Vicar of Cerne, that a youth, unschooled, 


would spring up in that town, and confuse him in argument 


upon matters particularly connected with his profession, be 
would have smiled, and treated the supposition as chimerical 
and ridiculous, But what is the fact? Let the Vicar an- 
swer: let bis conduct speak for itself. He can go on to 
send you books, but he dares not exchange an oral sentence 
with you upon the matter of those books. He can back- 
bite, slander, traduce, and abuse; but he will not meet you 
nor me, in free and fair discussion upon the merits of his 
idolatry. 

I claim you as an instance of the powerful and the good 
effects of the principles I am promulgating. Though our ac- 
quaintance has been short; though you have not read one 
twentieth part of what I have published, you feel a train of 
enquiry excited in your mind, that at once puts you upon 4 
level with the most learned men, that stimulates you totem- 
perence, to improvement, and to morality of every kind. 
You have lost nothiug but painful qualms about religion, 
about that which is as evidently idolatrous as ever was aby 
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‘ece of mythology ; and by this loss, you have gained 
: thing that can ennoble you as a mau, and make your 


ie at once happy and useful. 


every 


Your Friend, 
RICHARD CARLILE. 
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TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 








Spalding, Lincolnshire, 7th day 
of the 2d month, in the 1824th 
year of the Carpenter’s Son, 
whose age is co-equal with 

Frienp oF MANKIND, his father’s. 

Your Republican of the 16th ult. contains a manly and very 
spirited letter by Mr. Thomas Ryley Perry of this place; the pe- 
rusal of which excited in my bosom sensations of a most delight- 
ful nature. Yet I am certain it will operate in a contrary manner 
upon the minds of the sable sons of hypocrisy, and their bigoted 
constituents who notoriously infest this degraded country, and 
deprive its deluded inhabitants of their most essential rights. 

As there are few persons in this neighbourhood who possess 
the courage to think for themselves, or, to trust their own mental 
powers beyond the limits ofan Abecedarian ; (the generality pursu- 
ing the mazy labyrinth marked out by their infatuated ancestors, 
which eventually leads to the temple of superstition, and finally 
debases man from his rank in the creation ;) I hail with pleasure, 
and admire with satisfaction, the laudable intrepidity of so worthya 
man a8 Mr. Perry, stepping forward to assist you (through the 
medium of “The Republican,” and other valuable works of a si- 
nilar nature) in accelerating the cause of universal liberty, and 
in rescuing ote fellow mortals from the accursed fangs of a de- 
tested priesthood. I hope shortly to see mankind, by the aid of 
improving science, emerge from the torpor of deception, and 

‘approximate the standard of truth, which is beautifully 
, in the structure of the universe by the essential pro- 
Pe of matter, which doubtless have existed from all eternity, 
i apameE must continue to do the same forever. 
_ Mea, by studying nature and her laws, are enabled to detect su- 
perstition; unmask hypocrisy; abash ignorance, and ultimately to 
over those hell-inventing, life and peace-destroying 
age, with all their combined force of imps infernal ; 
chimeras of their own invention, imposed upon the illiterate, un- 
wary and credulous. 
lam, with every sentiment of respect, 


Yours in civic esteem, 
EUPHRONIUS. 




















THE REPUBLICAN. 


Subscriptions received at 84, Fleet Street. 


$. d. $s. d. 

A Friend to Free Dicuss- scription of M. Wilkin- = 
sion 5 0 son, Holborn. 2 0 \ 

R. H. Second Subscrip- W.H. Rolston Esq., Ayr- . 
tion i--@ 0 shire 2290 = 

Puadeu B----, D. A Well-wisher 2 6 
D. 1 0 O Innocent 2 0 

John Headly, Stapleford 1 0 0 A few Deists near Hack- 

A Female admirer of the ney 1 0 0 
magnanimous conduct Mrs. Maybe, Church 
of Richard Carlile and Street, Chelsea 9 6 R 
his brave associates ; Mr. Hodgson, a constant | 
and who hopes to see reader and admirer of . 
ere long the principles the Republican 1 0 6 
and morality of Paine, W. H., 6th Subscription 2 6 h 
erected over the ruins An Enemy to injustice 0 6 t 
of Priestcraft and Su- T. Holland, a countryman f 
perstition. Third sub- of Thomas Paine’s 1 0 

William Tunbridge acknowledges the receipt of the following Sums. 

W. Ellis 1 0 M. Woodrow 2 0 

J. Jones 1 O Francis Evans 2 6 

M. Frame 1 0 Mr. Mills 1 

R. Stickland 1 0 


W. J. for January, To Mr. Carlile 
To William Tunbridge 
To Mrs. Wright 


— ke 8D 
© © © 
—) 
an the Yep eet tee, Shee * Be ott ds 6, —- oF 


od 


Printed and Published by R. Cantite, 84, Fleet Street-—All Correspo! 
dences for “‘ The Republican” to be left at the place of publication. 





